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Adoption 
 
One of the acts of God in the salvation of believers, distinct from his calling them, 
regenerating them and justifying them, by which he adopts them as his children (John 
1:12). 
 
Antinomianism  
 
(Greek ‘anti’ - against, and ‘nomos’- law) 
 
Some people say that believers have no need to keep the commandments of God 
because God has justified them by faith This is antinomianism. Such believers are 
living ‘contrary to the law’ of God. Paul opposed this false teaching. He said: ‘Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid.’ (Romans. 6:1; see also 6:15). 
Jude 4 speaks of those who ‘turn the grace of God into a licence for immorality’ (NIV). 
The word antinomianism was probably first used by Martin Luther. 
 
Apostasy  
 
(Greek ‘apostasia’ - a falling away from) 
 
The word was originally used of desertion of a post of duty, or of a revolt. In the Bible 
it refers to a departure from the true faith. 
 
Assurance of salvation 
 
Believers may know with certainty that they are believers, children of God, born again, 
possessors of eternal life. The Greek word translated assurance is ‘plerophoria’ - full 
conviction. It is found in Colossians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:5; He 
Hebrews 6:11; 10:22. Believers base their assurance on several things: 
 
1. The promises of God. For example, Jesus’ words: ‘He who comes to me I will not 
cast out’ (John 6:37). 
2. The inward witness of the Spirit of God (Romans 8:16). 
 
3. The moral evidences of salvation. ‘By their fruits you shall know them’ (Matthew 
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7:20). John’s first letter gives three tests to help the children of God to be assured of 
their salvation: 
 
(1) The test of right belief about Jesus Christ (John 3:23; 4:2; 5:5, 10, 13. See also 2 
John 7). 
 
(2) The test of behaviour (1:5-6; 2:3; 3:6, 9).  
 
(3) The test of love (4:7-8). 
 
All these tests go together. The people who have a biblical faith in Christ will keep the 
commandments of God and will love their fellow Christians. 
 
The fact that believers may have assurance does not mean: 
 
* that all believers have it; some may lack it, yet still be true believers. It is not good to 
remain so uncertain. 
 
* that the assurance of believers is constant. They may have more assurance at one 
time than at another. Sin, coldness of heart, lack of spiritual food, wrong teaching, can 
all make people less sure that they belong to the Lord. But the Lord who gave the 
assurance in the first place is well able to restore it. 
 
Atonement        
 
The death of Christ on the cross by which he satisfied the demands of the law of God 
and obtained salvation for his people.  
 
Atonement is an inclusive word to describe all that Christ did towards God and towards 
his people by his death. He propitiated (covered over) the wrath of God by taking upon 
himself the punishment of the sin of his people. Christ’s atoning work is the basis of 
his people’s regeneration, forgiveness, reconciliation, reception of the Holy Spirit, 
adoption and final salvation. 
 
Christ’s death was vicarious (substitutionary); that is, he died in the place of sinners 
(1 Peter 3:18). It was also juridical (from Latin ‘jus, juris’ - law); that is, it satisfied the 
justice of God, and fulfilled the law of God (Romans 10:4). Christ kept the law of God 
during his earthly life, and by his death satisfied the demands made on sinners by the 
law of God  
(Romans 3:26). 
 
Attributes of God 
 
An attribute is a characteristic. Some of the attributes of God belong to him alone. He 
does not communicate them to mankind. So we call these his incommunicable 
attributes. Other characteristics he does give to people to some extent. We call these 
his communicable attributes. 
Examples of God’s incommunicable attributes: 
 
1. Eternity. God has no beginning and no ending. 
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2. Immanence. Latin ‘in manere’ - to remain in. God is present in his world and yet is 
not part of it. His presence is his ‘immanence’, the opposite of his transcendence. 
Isaiah 57:15 speaks of both his transcendence and his immanence. 
 
3. Immutability or unchangeability. God cannot become better, as that would mean he 
is not perfect. Clearly, he cannot become worse. 
 
4. Impassibility. God is unable to suffer. 
 
5. Independence. God depends on no one for his existence or continuance. 
 
6. Infinity. God is not limited in any way. 
 
7. Omnipotence. God is all-powerful. He can do everything. 
 
8. Omnipresence. God is present everywhere. 
 
9. Omniscience. God knows everything. 
 
10. Transcendence. God is above his world and removed from it, not a part of it.  
(Contrast immanence above). 
 
(Numbers 7, 8, and 9 above are sometimes called ‘the three O’s’)  
 
Examples of God’s communicable attributes: 
 
1. Intellectual attributes - knowledge, understanding, wisdom, truth. All human beings 
have something of these attributes in themselves, even though they may not realise 
that they come from God. 
 
2. Moral attributes - goodness, love, mercy, grace, long-suffering, holiness, 
righteousness. Again, God gives something of these attributes to mankind. A central 
point of the gospel is that God gives his own righteousness to believers (Romans 3:22; 
Philippians 3:9), and commands his people to be holy, as he is holy (l Peter l:16, 
compare Leviticus 11:44). 
 
Backsliding 
 
In the Authorised Version, there are 17 references to back-sliding (13 in Jeremiah, 3 
in Hosea and 1 in Proverbs). The Hebrew words translated ‘backslide’ have the idea 
of turn, or turn back. To backslide is to turn back from what one has previously believed 
and loved; that is, God himself. Backsliding is less final than apostasy. There is no 
hope of restoration for the apostate, but in Jeremiah 3:12, 14 the Lord calls on 
backsliding Israel to return to him, and in 3:22 he promises: ‘I will heal your 
backslidings.’ (Compare also Hosea 14:4: ‘I will heal their backsliding. I will love them 
freely’). 
Call - general and effectual 
 
The word is used biblically of God’s touching the lives of men and women by his power 
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to draw them into the experience of salvation. Two calls can be distinguished in Bible 
teaching: 
1. A general call. By this is meant the public presentation of the gospel message 
indiscriminately to any person, who may or may not respond. 
 
2. An effective call. By this is meant an inward conviction of the truth of the gospel 
message brought about by the Holy Spirit’s use of biblical preaching resulting in the 
conversion of believers. 
 
The two calls can be distinguished in Jesus’ words (Matthew 22:14). 
 
The Law 
 
Hebrew ‘Torah’, Greek ‘nomos’ (= law). 
 
A comprehensive term that includes all the comandments of God in Scripture. 
 
The moral law is to guide the personal behaviour and belief of God’s people in all ages. 
 
The ceremonial law of the Old Testament includes all the commandments concerning 
the sacrifices and other outward rituals which the Old Testament believer had to keep. 
These rituals were a picture of Christ the true priest and true sacrifice. He himself said 
that he came to ‘fulfil the law’ (Matthew 5:17). The theme of the Letter to the Hebrews 
is that Christ’s work has put an end to the ceremonial law. 
 
Circumcision  
 
(Latin ‘circumcido’ - to cut around) 
 
The removal of the male foreskin. This was practised among the nations, but in Israel 
was the sign of the covenant with Abraham (Genesis 17:11). 
 
‘The circumcision’ and ‘the uncircumcision’ are used in Galatians 2:7-12 (AV, NIV 
margin) meaning Jews and Gentiles respectively. Circumcision was a sign of the 
righteousness that comes by faith (Romans 4:9-12). So a person who has that 
righteousness by faith has no need to be circumcised (Galatians 5:6). Now that Christ 
has come, the ‘circumcision’ means all true believers, Jews and Gentiles; that is, those 
who worship God in the Spirit and rejoice in Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:3). 
 
Common grace 
 
The favour which God gives to all people, including those he does not intend to save. 
He ‘makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust’ (Matthew 5:45). Acts 17:25-26, 28-29 also speaks of God’s grace to all 
people. Because of common grace, there is a certain goodness in human beings 
though not, of course, a goodness which saves them (Matthew 5:46-47; 7:9-11). 
Unconverted people can enjoy the good things which God has created and can use 
the talents he gives them in art, in music, in writing, in inventing, etc. 2 Thessalonians 
2:6-7 says that God holds back evil until a certain time when it will break loose (verse 
8). The restraining power is part of God’s common grace. 
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Conversion  
 
(Latin ‘convertere’ - to turn)  
 
The Hebrew word ‘sub’ and the Greek word ‘epistrepho’, both translated ‘to convert’, 
have this meaning of to turn, to change; that is, to turn from sin to God. Conversion is 
the act of turning, after regeneration. 
 
 A convert is a person who converts or is converted. 
 
Conviction of sin 
 
The action which the Holy Spirit performs in people to show them that they are sinners 
before God and need a Sin-bearer, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Depravity 
 
The popular use of the word must be distinguished from the theological use. In the 
popular use of the word, some people - a minority - are depraved; that is, morally 
perverted, full of vice and violence. 
 
In the theological use, all people are depraved; that is, all people are sinful in the sight 
of God. They have inherited their sinful natures from Adam. In Scripture language, 
they are ‘dead in trespasses and sins’ (Ephesians 2:1). They cannot bring themselves 
out of this state of spiritual death, nor can they do anything to win the favour of God. 
 
The phrase ‘total depravity’ does not mean that there is no good in people, nor does it 
mean that every person is given over to every vice, or even that unconverted people 
do not have a conscience to tell them what is right and wrong. Total depravity means 
that inherited sin has affected every part of human nature - the outward (body) and the 
inward (mind and will, thoughts and affections). 
 
Dispensation  
 
(Greek ‘oikonomia’, from two words meaning - house, and to manage). 
 
The Greek noun ‘oikonomos’ means a steward; for example, 1 Corinthians 4:1. The 
word is used of the gospel which God commits to Paul, as a master commits his house, 
estate and affairs to his steward (1 Corinthians 9:17; Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 1:25). 
It is also used of God’s so ordering history that his purposes in Christ would be fulfilled 
at exactly the right time (Ephesians 1:10). 
 
In theology, the word dispensation is used of God’s different administration of his two 
covenants, the old and the new. Under the old covenant, God made use of a temple, 
earthly priests and a sacrificial system as ‘figures of the true’ (Hebrews 9:24); that is, 
pictures of what was to come. When Christ came, God took away ‘the first that he 
might establish the second’ (Hebrews. 10:9). 
 
Under the new covenant, there is one high priest, Christ himself. The old ceremonial 
order has been abolished by his sacrifice. There is a new dispensation, a new way of 
administering the grace of God to believers. 
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Effectual (effective) calling 
 
By the Holy Spirit’s activity in them, God calls particular sinners to put their faith in 
Christ as their Sin-bearer, and calls them in such a way that those sinners believe in 
Christ. The ‘call’ has its ‘effect’; it is ‘effectual calling’. The sinners have heard the call 
of God in their hearts, and respond. 
 
The Scripture says: ‘Many are called, but few are chosen’ (Matthew 22:14). This shows 
that there is an external call which many people hear as they listen to the gospel being 
preached. But they do not respond inwardly to its call. On the other hand, the ‘few who 
are chosen’ are the ones who are inwardly called and are saved. 
 
Election 
 
The act of choosing. 
The nation of Israel was elect (Isaiah 45:4). The Messiah was elect (Isaiah 42:1). 
Christian believers are people whom God has chosen in Christ so that they may be 
holy (set apart for him). This election was made before the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:13). 
 
Faith 
 
Theologians distinguish the following elements in faith: 
 
1. ‘Notitia’ - knowledge of facts. (Latin, ‘notitia’ - an idea, knowledge; compare the 
English word ‘notion’). 
 
2. ‘Assensus’ - acknowledgement that the facts are true. (Latin, assensus’ - that 
appearances are true; compare the English word ‘assent’). 
 
3. ‘Fiducia’ - personal trust in and commitment to the fact that those facts are true. 
(Latin, ‘fiducia’ - ground of confidence).  
 
So: I have ‘notitia’ of the facts about Jesus Christ. (I may not believe them).  
 
I give ‘assensus’ that the facts are true. (I acknowledge that they are true, but the facts 
do not save me).  
 
I exercise ‘fiducia’ that the facts are true. (I rest on the facts. I commit myself to the 
person of Jesus Christ). 
 
The Faith 
 
When used with the definite article ‘the’, the word faith refers to the historic doctrines 
of Christianity. 
 
 
Foreknowledge 
 
God’s ability to know events before they happen. He knows events beforehand 
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because he has predestined them. 
 
It is sometimes wrongly claimed that God’s election of his people merely means his 
foreknowledge of them.  
 
It is suggested that God chooses those whom he has foreseen will believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Scripture, however, uses the verb ‘to know’ to mean ‘to enter into a 
relationship with’ (Genesis 4:1; Amos 3:2; Luke 1:34 - all AV). So ‘to foreknow’ means 
‘to enter beforehand into a relationship with’. God entered beforehand into a 
relationship of grace with his people, and ‘as many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed’ (Acts 13:48). 
 
Glorify / glorification 
It is final state of believers in their resurrection bodies in heaven, when they will be 
without sin and all earthly limitations, and will see God face to face. 
 
Grace - saving grace 
 
God’s favour to his people in saving them through Christ. Other terms relating to grace 
are: 
 
Free grace 
 
The term emphasises that salvation comes because of God’s grace alone and from 
nothing in believers. An important verse is: ‘By grace are you saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God’ (Ephesians 2:8). (The word ‘it’ does not refer 
to faith, but to the whole fact of being-saved-through-faith-by-grace). 
 
Prevenient grace  
 
(Latin ‘praevenire’ - to come before) 
 
Grace which goes before. God takes the initiative in salvation. He elects his people 
and sends his Spirit to draw them to Christ. His grace is prevenient The believer’s 
act of faith is only a response to God’s grace. 
 
Irresistible grace (or, Invincible grace) 
 
The people whom God has chosen to save cannot finally resist the grace of God, 
though they may resist it for a time. The wonderful Human responsibility 
 
People are responsible, as God’s created and rational beings, to obey God. Before 
the fall (Genesis 3) they were able and willing to do this. But their freedom to do so 
was mutable (changeable); that is, they were able to choose to live obediently or not. 
At the fall they chose not to obey God. 
 
From the time of the fall, all Adam’s descendants have had neither ability nor desire 
to live according to God’s commandments. Only God can give them the ability and the 
desire. But their responsibility to obey him remains the same. 
 
Image of God 
 
(Latin ‘Imago Dei’) 
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Mankind was made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27).Verse 26 uses the phrase 
‘after our likeness’. This is an example of Hebrew parallelism, that is, it means the 
same as ‘in our image’. Some theologians have tried to distinguish between the two. 
They say that the likeness (mankind’s ability to commune with God) has been lost 
through Adam’s sin, but the image (mankind’s power to reason) remains, though 
defaced. 
 
Christ is the image of God (Colossians 1:15; Hebrews. 1:3); that is, he exactly reflects 
God’s character, and part of his work is to restore the image of God in his people. 
Ephesians 4:24 speaks of righteousness and true holiness and Colossians 3:10 
speaks of knowledge. 
 
Imputation  
 
(Greek ‘logizomai’ - to put to the account of) 
 
A commercial word, from the world of banking. (The related word is ‘ellogeo’ - to 
impute, Rom. 5:13 (AV), and Philemon 18 where Paul asks Philemon to put Onesimus’ 
debts to his account). 
 
An important passage for the imputation of Adam’s sin to the human race is Rom. 
5:12-21, though the actual word impute only occurs once (in verse 13). The fact of 
imputation is present in verse 12 - ‘all sinned’. The tense here is aorist (Greek - the 
tense that describes a momentary action in the past), signifying that all people sinned 
in Adam when he sinned. His sin was their sin. 
 
The fact that the sin of mankind was imputed to Christ is clear from such passages as 
Isaiah 53:4-6; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24, though the actual word 
impute is not used. Note in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that the relative pronoun ‘who’ refers 
back to ‘him’, not, of course, to ‘us’. In the Greek there is a relative pronoun here - the 
construction is ‘the-one-not-having-known-sin-for us he made sin, that we might 
become...’) 
 
An important passage for God’s justifying his people by faith is Romans 3:21-5:21. He 
does this by imputing his own righteousness to believing sinners (Romans 4:3, 5 ,6, 
9-11, 22-24). See Galatians 3:6; James 2:23. 
 
On the opposite truth - God’s not imputing sin to believers - see Psalm 32:2; Romans 
4:8; 2 Corinthians 5:19. 
 
Judaism 
 
The word comes from Judah, the southern kingdom of the nation of Israel. (Israel 
proper was the northern kingdom). The word ‘Jew’ is also connected. 
 
Loosely, Judaism refers to everything Jewish, but is more precisely used of Jewish 
theology, worship and life beginning after the return from exile. 
Justify / justification 
 
To justify a person is to declare that person to be righteous. It is a forensic (legal) word, 
that is, a word connected with law-courts. A judge justifies a person, declaring that 
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person to be in the right. 
 
God justifies believers on the basis of what Jesus Christ has done for his people. He 
has perfectly kept the law of God and has borne the punishment of sin. God now 
counts righteous the people who put their faith in Christ’s life and death. ‘He is the 
justifier of him who believes in Jesus’ (Romans 3:26). Christ’s righteousness is 
imputed to believers (Romans 4:1 - 5:1). 
 
Legalism 
 
(Latin ‘lex, legis’ - law) 
 
The gospel upholds the law of God (Romans 3:31) by showing that the 
righteous Lawgiver must punish sin and has punished the sins of all believers in the 
death of his Son. 
 
Legalism has a bad sense also. To be legalistic is to seek to win the favour of God by 
law-keeping as, for example, the Pharisees did. For the Christians who have been 
saved by the grace of God’ to be legalistic is to seek to make progress in the Christian 
life merely by observing legal requirements. Colossians 2:16-23 is an important 
passage about this. Paul specifies eating, drinking, festivals (2:16). See also Galatians 
4:10 and Paul’s teaching on circumcision in Galatians 5:1-15. We can be free from 
legalism by walking in the Spirit, being led by the Spirit, living in the Spirit (Galatians 
5:16, 18, 25). The Spirit will produce his own fruit in us (verses 22-23) which is in 
accordance with the moral law of God. 
 
Moral Law 
 
The ten commandments (Exodus 20) and all other commandments of God in Old and 
New Testaments which tell people how they should live. The ceremonial law has 
passed away with Christ, but the moral law is still in force (Matthew 5). Christ has 
fulfilled the demands of the law for his people. It can no longer condemn them. 
Nevertheless, they have the responsibility to keep the moral law, and the power to do 
so through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:4). 
 
Original sin 
 
The Bible does not use the phrase original sin, but it teaches the fact of it very clearly. 
All people are born into the world with a sinful nature, and the origin of that sin is 
Adam’s disobedience at the time of the fall (Genesis 3). Sin entered into the world by 
one man (Romans 5:12). It is impossible to understand the incarnation and death of 
Christ or the doctrines of grace without some understanding of original sin. 
 
Preach 
 
There are three Greek words usually translated ‘preach’ in the English Bible - 
‘euangelizesthai’, ‘katangellein’ and ‘kerussein’. These words are used in the Greek 
New Testament to mean ‘telling the gospel to people who have not heard it before’. 
 
Predestination 
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The biblical teaching that God has planned beforehand, foreordained, everything that 
is to happen in his world. He is not, however, the author of sin, nor are people merely 
machines. 
 
The Westminster Confession says:  
 

‘God from all eternity did by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely 
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so as thereby neither 
is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is 
the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established.’ 

 
See Daniel 4:35; Acts 2:23; Ephesians 1:11. 
 
Puritan 
 
One who wishes to keep the church pure. The name was a nickname given by their 
enemies to those who, in the reign of Elizabeth I (AD 1558-1603), were not satisfied 
that the reformation of the church had gone far enough. At this early stage the Puritans 
did not separate from the Anglican Church, but in the seventeenth century 
denominations independent of that Church grew up and the word Puritan was given 
both to members of those denominations and to members of the Anglican Church who 
believed in the sovereignty of God in salvation and practised purity in daily life. 
 
Regeneration  
 
(Latin ‘re-generare’ - again to bring forth) 
 
New birth.  
 
The action by which God gives spiritual life to a person who becomes ‘a new creation’ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). Jesus told Nicodemus, ‘You must be born again’ (John 3:7); that 
is, born from above, born by a supernatural act of God. Only those who are regenerate 
receive Christ, are children of God, and believe on his name (John 1:12-13). 
 
Repentance 
 
In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word ‘naham’ is used more of God apparently 
changing his dealings with people and nations than of human beings changing their 
behaviour. 
 
In the New Testament, the Greek word ‘metanoia’ is used of individuals ‘turning back’ 
from wrong behaviour. It denotes an inward change of thinking and conviction, arising 
from a sorrow for offences against God and resulting in endeavours to live in holiness. 
Righteousness 
 
The Hebrew word translated ‘righteous’ originally meant ‘straight’. The corresponding 
Greek word in Greek usage referred to anything in accordance with the law. In the Old 
Testament the God of Israel is shown to be righteous because he acts rightly in all his 
works and judgements. 
 
Righteousness as applied to human beings can be thought of in several ways: 
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1. Original righteousness. Adam and Eve were created upright and morally good. 
 
2. Christ’s righteousness. Since the events recorded in Gen. 3 Christ is the only human 
being who has perfectly fulfilled God’s law. 
 
3.  Imputed righteousness. Because Christ is also God his righteousness is of infinite 
value and can be credited to those who believe in him (see Justification). 
 
4. Restored righteousness. Having been born again, the believer becomes 
increasingly righteous in actual behaviour (see Sanctification). 
 
Sanctify / sanctification 
 
The basic meaning is ‘to set apart’. God is set apart (Ezekiel 36:23); Christ sets himself 
apart for his work (John 17:19). In the Old Testament, people, places and inanimate 
objects were set apart for God’s use (Exodus 28:41; 30:29; Leviticus 27:14-22; Job 
1:5). Christ prays that the Father will sanctify his people. 
 
Sanctification is that progressive work of God’s Holy Spirit in believers by which he 
makes the believers increasingly holy (set apart for God). This is the work of making 
them conform ‘to the image of his Son’ (Romans 8:29). The work is never completed 
in this life, but will be complete in heaven. 
 
The epistle to the Hebrews uses the word for an experience almost synonymous with 
justification (Hebrews 10:10; 13:12). It speaks of Christ’s initial setting apart of 
believers to God and his service, but of course implies their continual growth in 
holiness. 
 
Seeking sinners 
 
The phrase describes people whom the Holy Spirit has shown that they are sinners 
before God and that they cannot find a way to God by themselves. The Spirit has 
further shown them that God has provided a way of salvation and the sinners are 
seeking God; that is, praying to God to reveal himself to them and to grant them faith 
to believe in Christ. 
 
Sovereignty of God 
 
The words ‘sovereign’ and ‘sovereignty’ do not occur in the English Bible (Authorised 
Version), but the doctrine is present throughout Scripture. God is the source of all that 
exists. He does not depend on anyone or anything else for his existence or his 
attributes, and he is absolutely in control of all that happens in heaven or on earth, in 
creation, providence and redemption. 
 
 
Worldliness 
 
To understand the word ‘worldliness’, it is necessary to understand the Bible usage of 
the word ‘world’ (Greek - ‘kosmos’). The word can mean heaven-and-earth together 
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(Acts 17:24), the created world visible to mankind (Romans 1:20), the world of people 
(John 3:16), the world of ungodly people as controlled by Satan (1 John 5:19). God, 
of course, is still sovereign even over the world under Satan’s control. 
 
The world as governed by Satan has standards, ideas, practices which are completely 
contrary to God’s Word. It is that world that the believer is told not to love. ‘Do not love 
the world’ (1 John 2:15-17). James 4:4 speaks similarly. 
 
Worldliness, then, is love of and allegiance to those things that are on the side of Satan 
and not of God. It is all too possible for a believer to have a worldly spirit, through 
neglect of God and his Word, even though he may not indulge in certain specific 
actions that are often condemned as worldly. 
 

 
Appendix 1  

 
Salvation  

 
In the Old  Testament, God is seen as the Saviour of his chosen people Israel (2 
Samuel 22:3-4; Isaiah 49:26), and in particular in their deliverance from slavery in 
Egypt (Psalm 106:21; Isaiah 43:1-3, 63:8-9; Jeremiah 14:8-9; Hosea 13:4). In the New 
Testament, not only is God the Father the Saviour (1 Timothy 1:1; Titus 1:3, 3:4; Jude 
25), but also Jesus Christ the Son of God, who saves his people from their sins 
(Matthew 1:21), delivers them from the results of their dreadful condition of sin and 
guilt - the wrath of God, the power of sin, and the dominion of Satan - but restores 
them to fellowship with God (Luke 19:10; Acts 5:31; Philippians 3: 20-21; 1 Timothy 
1:15; 2 Timothy 1:8-10; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 7:25). 

 
Salvation involves three things:  

 
(1) Justification by faith. We must be freed from the punishment of our sin which God 
justly requires, so that we may, without fear, be reconciled to God, but in a way in 
which God is still acts justly in his saving action. A sacrifice of blood, which is at the 
heart of Christ’s death, is the means by which God’s wrath is propitiated (1 John 2:2); 
and we are saved from his wrath forever (Romans 5:9).  
 
(2) Victory over sin. This was promised at the beginning in the ‘Seed’ of the woman 
(Genesis 3:15). When Christ (the anointed one) came, he gained the victory over 
Satan (Luke 10:17-19). In the present Church age, Christ has sent the Holy Spirit to 
work in his Church so that we who believe may gain our own victory over evil (Romans 
8:31-35; Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Timothy 4:16; James 4:7-8). 

(3) Final perseverance and eternal happiness. When Christ comes the second time, 
he will bring to an end all evil powers and the consequences of sin. He will completely 
destroy Satan and his allies, and present immortal bodies to believers as they enter 
into a new heaven and a new earth (Romans 13:11-12; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Pet 1:5, 9; 2 
Peter 3:10-13; Revelation 20:10). 

The way of salvation 
 
The Bible teaches us that because Adam fell into sin (see Genesis 3), we, his 
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descendants, are therefore in need of salvation. We are held helplessly in the grip of 
sin and guilt (Romans 5:6). No human power or effort can set us free. God must take 
the first step if we are to be saved. We cannot produce our own salvation because of 
the nature of our sin and pride. Every effort to save ourselves offends God and comes 
under his righteous judgement. (Ephesians 2:8-10).    
 
The Bible is an unfolding of God’s salvation which he planned in eternity before ‘the 
foundation of the world’ (Ephesians 1:4). The means of salvation are clear enough. 
Salvation is through the cross of Christ (Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18). In the death 
of his Son, God secured our salvation. Throughout, it is God himself, in his holy love, 
who provides salvation. In his mercy, our sin. which so offends God’s holiness. was 
removed in Christ. Peace  with God was secured by Christ through his Cross and 
atoning sacrifice. (Romans 5:1) A ransom price was paid to redeem us and release us 
from slavery to sin. All condemnation was removed, and an acquittal was given at the 
bar of God’s justice, since God, in his Son, bore the judgement which should rightly 
fall on us, by taking upon himself our sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
We must believe in Christ in order to be saved (Acts 16:30-31), and not neglect the 
opportunity to be saved (Hebrews 2:1-3). 
 

The completeness of salvation 
 
There are three tenses to our salvation - past, present and future - we were saved, we 
are being saved, and we will be saved (Ephesians 2:8; 1 Corinthians 1:18; Matthew 
10:22; Romans 5:9-10, 7:24). 
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