
ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
 

Some good advice to young Christians 

 

  
 



Big things have happened in your experience, but perhaps you are tempted to ask, 
‘How can I be sure?’ Do you notice the form of the question? It does not ask how I can 
feel sure, but how I can be sure. Christian experience is not a matter of simply feeling 
this or feeling that. Christian experience is reality. It has to do with the verb ‘to be’, and 
so we may rightly ask, ‘How can I be sure?’ 
 
How foolish we are when we look on assurance as if it were just a matter of the 
emotions! The emotions are as insecure and changeful as the treacherous sandbanks 
under the surface of the ocean. They are constantly forming and reforming and afford 
no security whatever. There is an old rhyme that runs: 
 

It is written! 
It is written! 
Here I rest my faith; 
Not on thoughts, 
And not on feelings, 
But on what God saith. 

 
 

THE SOURCE OF ASSURANCE 
 
These words at once direct us to the true source of security and assurance. It is found 
not in ourselves, but in what God has said and in what God has done. It is important, 
therefore, that our confidence is put in the right place. There are those who have 
invested their money in business concerns which they ‘felt’ were secure, but which 
proved in due time not to be so. If it is a serious matter in the ordinary affairs of life 
that our confidence should be well grounded, how much more important it is that in the 
eternal affairs of our spiritual destiny our confidence should be in the right place. 
 

WHERE ASSURANCE IS NOT FOUND 
 
Granted, then, that our faith is in God - what then? You have prayed; you have read 
the Bible; you have done as the evangelist or Bible Class leader or minister has told 
you. But still you ask, ‘How can I be sure?’ Let us deal with this question first of all 
negatively. Our being sure does not depend on what we are. ‘All our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags’, says the prophet (Isaiah 64: 6). We dare not 
trust in ourselves. We cannot be sure, for example, on the ground of any new 
resolution we have firmly made; nor can we find any assurance in the joy that we are 
experiencing at this very moment. 
 
Secondly, we cannot find our assurance in anything that we hope to become. It is 
gloriously true that God is able to make all grace abound toward us (2 Corinthians 
9: 8), and we may therefore confidently hope that by his help we shall become the 
men and the women we long to be; but it is not on our prospects of improvement that 
we may base our present assurance. 
 
Thirdly, we cannot find assurance in anything that we are trying to do. This is what 
Paul meant when he said that ‘by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified’ (Romans 3: 20). To Jewish readers of Paul’s letter, doing the ‘works of the 
law’ meant the slavish obedience to the practices of Jewish religion. Those particular 



practices may have no appeal to us today, but many of us still possess the same 
slavish spirit as we try to put our confidence in our religious endeavours and intentions. 
WE ARE SURE IN CHRIST. 
 
After all these negatives, I think you are beginning to see that the real positive truth is 
that we are to look away from ourselves and to trust only in the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
famous preacher, C. H. Spurgeon, has a beautiful illustration of this in one of his books. 
Picturesquely, he describes it like this. ‘I looked to the Lord, and the dove of peace 
flew into my breast. I looked at the dove, and it flew away.’ 
 
Can you see Spurgeon’s point? It is this. Only while we are looking to Christ in the 
simplicity of a childlike trust do we have peace. As soon, however, as we start looking 
at our peace testing ourselves with a kind of morbid introspection, and wondering 
whether we are this or whether we are that, we lose our peace - the dove flies away. 
This is the ‘blessed assurance’, as the hymn says: ‘Jesus is mine.’ Everything is in the 
Lord Jesus; it is all in what he has done, by the bearing away of your sin and in giving 
to you his own righteousness so that you are accepted by God on account of all that 
he is. 
 
These two things, to which we give the words ‘Atonement’ and ‘Justification’, 
respectively, are the strong rock on which you can build your assurance. 
 
 

GOD’S UNBREAKABLE PROMISE 
 
The thing which we must not allow to slip out of our minds is that God has given us a 
promise. God is faithful. He cannot deny himself. It is from that promise that all our 
assurance springs. If you ask me on what grounds I am sure of my own salvation 
today, I would reply that it is simply and solely because, having felt and acknowledged 
my need as a sinner, I came in faith to the Saviour whose promise is ‘Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out. (John 6:37). That is what makes me sure. I expect 
God spoke some promise to you at the time when you found the Saviour. Go back to 
that promise again and again. 
 
 

THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
WITHIN US 

 
In a way, that seems to supplement all this, we have what the New Testament calls 
the witness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. Paul says, ‘The Spirit himself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. (Romans 8:16). This is a 
matter of experience, and only those who have experienced this can know its meaning. 
It is impossible for anyone of us to describe to a blind person what beautiful colours 
are like. It is impossible for us to explain to a born deaf person what beautiful sounds 
are like. These things must either be seen or heard to be known. It is because of this 
testimony of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, through the written word of God, that we 
possess a deep, and possibly quite unemotional, conviction that ‘I am His and He is 
mine’. 
 



This witness of the Spirit in our hearts is something quite other than a ‘glow’ or ‘thrill’ 
of which some people seem too easily to speak. We are nowhere promised ‘thrills’ 
though it certainly is true that sometimes an awareness of the love of God overwhelms 
us. This inward testimony of God’s Spirit is called, in 1 John 2:27, by the name ‘anoint-
ing’. That is a symbolical way of speaking of the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. 
The verse reads: ‘But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth 
you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him.’ Notice especially that John says that this anointing that we have 
of God ‘is truth, and is no lie.’ 
 
 

BELIEVE YOUR BELIEFS 
 
I remember coming across a saying on one occasion that ran like this: ‘Believe your 
beliefs and doubt your doubts; but do not doubt your beliefs or believe your doubts.’ I 
think there is a great amount of good common sense in  this. When I was a boy seeking 
the assurance of salvation for my own heart, I remember speaking with an old lady 
who had been a Christian for many, many years. She was able to read my boyish 
heart like an open book. In reply to her questions, I told her that my position was that 
if only I could ‘feel’ saved I would then be able to believe in the Saviour. To which she 
so wisely and promptly replied that I was putting the cart before the horse. The 
Scripture says that we have ‘joy and peace in believing.’ (Romans 15:13) Keep your 
assurance rightly grounded. 
 
 
Dr. Ernest F. Kevan 
(NOW THAT I AM A CHRISTIAN, 1975) 

 


